Soldiers' Aid Societies

Many communities, North and South, organized relief or aid societies for their
soldiers and also the soldiers' families in need.

The societies were very important, both for the materials they supplied the troops
and for the work they did on the home front.
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Suldicry’ Relief Society,
Pursuant to notice given, a meeting of the
ladies of Champuign was held at Bailey’s Lall

v

,7-.?- The lf!di(fs of this vicinity ;old a ou Tuesduy, the 26th alt,, at 2 o'cloke p. m.,
n:netmg at Bailey's Hall pest Thurs ay.a.t 2 fur the purpose of orgnnizing a Soldicra’ Re-
ocloc'k, r. ¥, lor the purpose of oTganiZing lief Society, nud the following oflicers and
a society for tha reliel of the noldiers who . . e —

: . o s . committees were uppointed:
are sick and veedy. We believe it is their Mrs. L. J. SPONE. President;
intention to make it a koitting aod sewiog Mre. " .A ’COSu‘QO'VE Vieo 'Prcsidcut‘
society. Ladies Mrs. J. B. McKINLETY, Seerctary;

**The knittlng your grandmothers taught you to do,

With fingers as patient, as yours were unsteady, Mra, J. S. OLIVER, Treasurer,

The coarse, bomely work, long neglected, iguored, CUMMITTES ON 3UPPLIES AND ¥ORK.
Now rallles your eforts and finds you all ready | AMra Geo. 1Ioderes, Mrs. Lo W. Wualker,
. . . s 0 o . .
All ready! all farward! come swell the falr ranks; Mrs. A, Souwthwick, Mrs. B-.xilcy. Miss Laura
Dear girls you sre Xmitting the Taloa togsther! Urissvy Miss Avua Hashrouck
] - M .

There's enough of staunch timber about the old ship; i -
And you've madeup your minds the storm to out CCMMITTER" ON GRNERAL DU:INESS.
Weather,” Mis. C. W. Augle, Mra. J. W, Scraggs,

— Mrs. 1), Garduer, Mra. L. Hodges, Mrs. Bacou
Miss 5. Vu-pey.

The first regular meeting of this society
will Le bield at Bailey's Ll oz Friduy the
6l inst., at 6 o'clock p.m.

It is earnestly hoped that all will unite and
lend ther uid in this worthy cffurt of our citi-
zeus for the relicf of our sick and wounded
soldicrs. ‘'I'he ludiea of the society will be
plvased to sce the gentlemen ut 9 o'clock iu
the evening, and any contrihutious from them
will be thaukflully received by the "I'reasurer.

Chawpaign, Dee, 3d, 1861,
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Urbana Union
January 8, 1857

Censits of West [rbana. '
L eensusof West Urhana was takenlast

] n\nlm'- the fuct that there arcin the
. 3202 inhabitants.  The last time the Cen-
a<taken. in August ]b’)o, about fixteen
the sitwv, there were 416 in the town s du-
< in<ixteen month< 766, nearly two hun- |
wreent. We doubt very much if there is
rtown inthe west that can show as 2
sea state ol thingsasthat.  The numler
Shenover four years of age and urder
3 i i< 2%,
avv alens fumished with the fullawing as
r .. it (rhe business facilitics of the town:
pter of houses 2340 Diry GGoods Stenes £
ptons seaes 13 Drug Stures 25 Hardwane
’st v sores 33 Furniture Stores 25 Shee
poooc Wiy Stres 83 Lundur Yarls ¢
Cee s Sadiler \hu]-» 2 Blickh<mith F‘N\]“
Kat-sis 20 Warchzuses 45 Flouring Mills 1
ou stalles 1 Sehonls 3 Charelies 25 Pliya-

o L heetac k) Clagymen 4.

I S T—

Central Illinois Gazette
June 9, 1858

Central Illinois Gazette
November 21, 1859

we

'mixonmm Porur.uxow.-—lt does not - mako

";fgsl bad® -gng- bit to be’ ‘compelled to’ admit

ést U’rbana 13 growmg but slowly in size
'Bd populatton,,for we. ure'able to add *‘but the
"ﬁ*ﬂn‘c a8 ﬁm'ug up/ S Now'farms, tbnt will be
(many mings of wealt in‘the | (utum. are ¢on
:;tmuy bemgropened nnd old obes being pat ao-

g"% .J‘& coxnplete state of cultwnuon., Onr

%#ﬂ bemg sorved. Our yonng town isgrow-

0 ‘Ul»t»ﬁat spaamodlc and fevemh rmh that

wal .]ae_rpl‘anent, nnd henlthy mcrense
ofFEoursé o't t&#ns i this country

Yol vacsin Iob ‘but sa'16ng a3 our pra-

their preseut width this will coatinue
aqdno ynfn omble nhgury ¢80
Q> Ong’ of th e8d days, we fancy,
Ut Yadant (ot will only be found by a

w.vlﬁh'gth!med Btroll "towarda the “raral
gjﬂl(u&% .A }1:’,}1, ,H.:‘-«_ PREON T SELREN

SRS A LR R L I TR

i A tnd‘surely ""Not like too mady oth-

ﬁ‘bh hénd i full and éamplete/(ﬁ:"




Butchering and most farm work was a
community activity. As each family
helped another accomplish their work,
ecach had enough to eat.

“We butchered in the wintertime.
The neighbors helped. There was
a big butchering kettle. You would
dip the hog, loosen the bristles,
scrape the hog. Then you’d wash the
kettle out. Cut up the hog,
and put the cracklings in the kettle.
Boiled the lard out of the cracklings
and ate the cracklings. Drained the
lard off. Dad would salt the meat
down. He used to smoke the meat
with hickory. Force the intestines
and used casing for the sausage.
EWWW Nasty. We forced that meat
into the casings.”

...Cletus McFadden



the smallest plot

of land had a

gurden during the Beets, several kinds of

Dep'eggign. lettuce, carrots, celery,

Nothi strawberries, spinach,
Lk red potatoes, white

was wasted; potatoes, sweet potatoes,

canning radishes. You could go

tial & through a garden catalogue
was essential to and we probably had

preserve food for one of everything in

later use. there.
.. .Laura Jordan

We had a rootcellar dugout
in the old house. In the new
house there was a room in
basement for keeping root
vegetables. One room held
all the canned things.

. . .Laura Jordan Here an l“illbit
woman proudly
admires her cellar
full of home~-canned
foods.



“Ralph went to the railroad
yvard to pick up coal. All
trains were coal fired and
there were pieces of
coal along the tracks. It
was heavy to carry home.
Folks didn’t like it as it
was soft coal and smoked
a lot. Didn’t do for too
long. The railroads
employed detectives
ant they would try to
stop kids or get run
off.

...Maryan Staske

Furnaces and kitchen stoves out.
were fueled with coal in
industry and on trains as
well as in homes. People
frequently searched for
scraps of fuel wherever

This boy is gathering
coal in a burlap sack
at the train yard.

“Storkline made baby

furniture.They used

to sell cut-off ends

of wood to people and

it was used as fuel.

Ralph would go with his

wagon and stand close

to where the wood

was handed

When

pieces fell off,

he would pick

it up and put

it in his wagon

to take home

for fuel.

Ralph’s mother used

to use wood to

cook

with on the stove. One

time after he filled his

wagon up and was pulling

out, a man grabbed his wood

and put it in his truck.”
...Maryan Staske



A young man, probably a hobo,
prepares a turtle he has caught in this photo.

“Those guys would get underneath

the boxcars. The stones would fly up

and hit them. Mr. Reynolds, he lived down

the street here (Gifford), he just left

his family and started hitchhiking.”
.Cletus McFadden

Many young men, those

who came of age during

the Great Depression and

did not previously have a

job, left home so

“An uncle had come from as not to be a burden

Southern Illinois had come Eo their families.
to visit. He brought

a tie bar with a picture

of a dog on it

for my birthday and he

explained to my mother and

I, how he had come. He had

rode under the boxcars..

He was ahold of some bars They traveled by

under the car and held on o e
to them and rode along railroad '“eg““v

that way.” | and went from town
.Howard Little .

to town looking for

work.



