By Estella Meriffiald

| have been asked why | am
a mamber of the Afro-American His-
lorical Sociaty of Champaign-Lir-
bana. &fler much thougit | real
e ihal history, any history, has
been a favonte hobby all of my
life. | like to relate to people.
Thara s much to be gained in re-
memBering tha past, and more to
be gained by projacting into the
future that which has baen
learned as it ralates to the im
provesmsEnl of people. Technology
changes but human nalure has
been the same since the bagin-
ring af tima,

Some of us arrived in this
area around 1860 travaling by wagon,
usually pulled by mules, Oni side of
iy farmaly came from the eastern coast
originating in and around Bt Alrey,
Morth Carolina. The other side of my
family came from the Smoky Moun-
tains of Tennesses

Other tamilkes cama from Ten-
nessen, Mississippl, Georgia, Louls|
ana, Kenlucky and Arkansas. Most
CEME B3Ccaping oppression and for
aconomic reasons afler the Civil War,
Raligion and faith were the (hreads
ihat held owr families togethaer. Even
unid this day, rabgion and faith and
family ties keep us togother

Men wera the head of the fam-
iy, stiong men. Women were the
kizepirs of 1ha hane. The family Bible
was, i most families, the recorder of
family connections

Most of the early Negroes
were former slaves. As slaves they
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nad many talents. Thay wers the bulld-
ers of plantations, the workers of the
fields, the makers of furnitura, the
woodchoppears, dressmakears, lallors.
But as freedmen, when they arrivad
In the Marth, they found that these jobs
werg closed to them. They aften
waorked a5 malds, farm hands, barbers,
laborers, cooks, housekeapars, rail-
rodad gandy dancars, and a few minis-
ters of the Gospel. i was not the Land
of opportunilty they had been lad to
believe it was. They weare still colored
Afro-American families setfled
in cemmunities in and around
Champaign County, Some settled
near Broadlands, some near
Mewman, some in Tuscola, across the
county lime, some in Belillower, soma
in of around Mansfield, Homer,
Sidney, Ogden, Gibson GCity,
Hoopston, Damville and Loda. Many
of these families were related. When
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o family became established they
would send for olhars to come north
Many of the relatives traveled an
1o Chicago and worked in steel
mills, stock yards and as barbers,
beauticians and lahoress

Wi, as a historical group, are
Irying 1o eslablish a permanent
record Sometning the children of
our community can poirnd o with
pride and realize the dignity and
resourcatlulness that was a part of
their herdage,

When they ook at the newly
ranamed straets of the Martin
Luther King subdivision, when
they see the lilinais Memarial Sta-
dium, when they see the names of
Holl, Phillips, Pope, Nelson, Foooswell,
Dr. Ellis Edition, Weslay Park,
Bridgewater Park, Lee, Brilt, Rivars
Algsander, Jordan, Edwards - thare is
a reasan for Champaign-Urbana han-
oring these family names, These are
Just a lew al thosa who have condrib
uted too our commdnily. Thare are so
mary maore persons and lamilles, oo
nurnearaus 1o describe at this time, who
hawve confributed to the well boing ol
the county of Champaign, the cities of
Champaign-Urbana. the surrounding
communities, the State of lincis, and
the Uinited States of America

Why am | interested in Afro
American history? &ny history?
1. We are here because of the effort,
works, hardships and accomplish-
miants of our parents and foretathers
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By Doris Hosking

MUSIC

Music, Music, Musle, continuees as the bands played on in the early
18908's. Four of tha Hite Brothers playad in the *Brewer's Juvenile Band, us-
ing the instruments purchased by Harvey Hita, upon his return fram
World War |

This band was organized and conducted by a Mr, Schaede, a resi-
dent of German descent who lived on North Ash Street in Champalgn. As a
marching band, they played for parades and other local events, sponsored by
ihe Knights of Pyihias and Masonic Lodgas

& ferw yoars kater, under the management of Mr. Clifford Jordan, who
played violin and trombone, Emie Hite organized his own jazz band wsing
local musicians and by recrulting University of [Ninols students who played
with him until their graduation. They played for proms at many fraternities and
sorarifies on Campus and at other places such as Prehn's on Campus,
College Hall, Bradley Hall and other dance halls locally and in surrounding
towns. Brother Les Hite left the area with his band and became quita famous
in Calfornia, ptaying for, and making mowvies.

The Hite musical legend was carried on locally by Emig’s sons, Lus-
ter Jay and Ernie Hita, Jr., both takenkted musicians who lad and played with
ihair own jazz band - the Lus Hite Band,

To be continuad.....

The Lex Hie Head, circa [95)
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2. Wa are progressing becauss they
gave Us a background of athics, prn-
ciples and religion, a reason for exist.
ng
3. We do not want to repeat the
wrtngs af [he past, We are reEmamiber
ing those who passed on 1o us the
courage and delermination o suc-
caed.
4. To ramermibar the past, o ghean from
the past the good things, * The good
men do = oft interred with their bones”
People are quick to remamber tha evil
It makes for a good story 10 ramam-
ber the bad. That's why the tablolds
television, internel, movies and books
of today are gearad to the worst in us
&, The sacrifices made in the mowve-
ment of the *60's", tha Civil Rights
movement, 1o secure a better future
for our children, has |eft a voed for many
af us who were not able to enter
throwgh the brief span of lime the door
has bean open, and il is slowly
closing
&, |f this group does nothing else but
raach one person, ona child, . 1o maka
them realize the values and aflorts thal
wiare put forth on thelr behall by our
ancestors; if it causes them 1o stop, to
considar thair own futures and the fu-
tures of ther children, o B that vold
that is rapidly being filled with hats,
crime and desiousness, it will have ac-
complishaed what wa have sel cul 1o
do. We remember and honor our an-
cestors. We are a very impostant part
of America and we want our children
to know they are very special and are
our reason for baing.

Somme of us may never make
It imla thie 2151 coniury, bul we would
like to be remembered as having pre-
pared aur children for the future by gne-
ing tham a sense of securnty and
stabiliny,




By Estelle Merrifizld

Barbers and beauticians have
been in demand since tha baginning
of tirme, In the early 1900°s Mr. Frank
Jordon, an African-American (Nagro,
Black, Caolored.. whatewver term you
prefar) owned and operated an em-
porium downtown Champaign. |1 was
located on Main Street near the IIE-
nols Central Terminal. Mr. Jordan had
at ona lime more than fen barber
chairs and feafiured haircuts, shaves,
facials, and baths. Pictures ol this
elaborate emporium were destroyed
by fire, The more prosperous Megro
owmed shops calered to “while only”
I was a mattar of “bread and butters”
income, A black man could get his
hair cut after hours when the shops
wira clasad. This practice continued
until 1940 when the first induciees
of the 88th Pursult Squadron arrived
at Chanute. There were other black
owned shops that calered to “black
only”

Ace Barber Shop was
owned and operated by Mr. Arthur
C. Merrifiedd. 1 was first locaied on Uni-
varsity Avenue and later moved fo
Morth First Streat. He had three chairs.
His nephew, Fred M. Merrifield, opes-
abted the sama shop until 1872 many
yzars after his death. Many barbars,
including Speedy McDowall, Roy
Suggs and others apprenticed them-
setves to Mr. Memfisld and Br. Lin-
coln Wesley and latar took barber ax-
ams, passed the Siale Boards and
opened shops of thedr own. The oldor
barbers passed the &ri of barbering
to the next generation.

Beauticians were trained in
much the same wany a5 barbears, In the
early yEars some were forlunale 1o
attend the Madam Walker Coflege for
Beaduticians in Indianapalis, Indiana.
In the late 1930's and earky 40's, a few
were able to atiend the Champaign
Baauty Caollege.

Al tha risk of forgetting an im-
portant beautician, suffice it 1o say the
beauticians formed an organizaton
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Frod Meredfiehd s Harber Shop

and esentually united with national or-
ganizations. They learned he latost
slyles each year, operated financially
succassful shops and became poomi-
nenl business women,

Prior to 1830 mast of the "hair
dressaers.” a lerm wsad in those days,
had shops in their homeas, They hot
pressad tha hair with iron comba. Curl-
img Irans, heated an little gas burnars,
wizrd usad 1o siyle the hair. Great skill
wias requined 10 koep from burning the
Feair. Wioe be wunto the child thal wiggled
al the wrong time. We karned to sif
quite st

in tha 1960'%s and 70's, at the
time of the Civil Rights movement, the
“Afro” natural style and the "Brald” be-
carme popular. Many of the older bar-
bers were not able o cope, sullarad
financial decline and sold their shops
k5 wounger barbers and to beauticians,

Women and mean incarporatad aach
oifar's skils and both enter prses ang
now flourshing.

Scientific progress, Enowl-
adge of the compasition of hair and
skin, and a degraa from an accred-
ed schoal have anablad the beau-
ficians to transform the halr by
chemical process. Many have ex-
pandad thalr shops 16 nclude man-
curists, skin care and the sale of
beauty products,

The arganized coametalo-
gisf, as thay are refarred to today,
conlFibula 1o scholarship funds and
generally support the youth of the
community. We can all be proud of
tha contributions the Afro-Amarican
barbers and beauticians hawve con-
Iributed o thes community
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St Luke's Tabernacle Colored Methodist Epivcopal Church, circa 1914-1920

REMEMBERING CHURCH HISTORY
THROUGH OLD PICTURES

By Reverend Roland Brown

An old adage of “A piclure pants & thousanos
words” is appropriate to plctures that tell a story of a time
past that needs 1o be remembered and treasured. Every
church has someone who has kept a picture of the church
whan it was first started. One is this picture, it is a portralt
of the congregation of 5. Lukes Tabernacle Colored Meth-
adist Episcopal Church anound the years 1914-1920, With
the help of one of owr oldest members, Mrs. Rosie Shelby
and her cousin, Mrs. Myrtle Chatman, who had this pec-
fure, we can see some interesting gems of history of Afr-
can Americans in Champaign County. According (o Mra.
Shelby and Mra. Chatman, the picture is dated around
1914 1o 1818, Bath ladies recognize (e pastor who was
Revarand W.T. Whitsitl. Matice the cornarsione on e righi
hand side and the church building in the background. This
is diffarant than what one sees in the building today

The families represanied in the piclure are many:
the Pickans, the Pettifords, the Mesbitls, the Tisdales, the
Hopkins, the Miles, the Valentines, and the Abernathys
are just some of the families shown. The fashions of the
time are clearly noticed, For instance, during that time
“Mortar Boards® on the women's heads were worm on
members of the choir,. Soame of the women had Bonnels
which ware worn by those who were on the Siewardess
Board,

Batween 1914 and 1919, Fifth and Tramont
Strests, where the church i located, families of [takian,
German, as well as African descent ware living in the
neighborbood. Though it was an iInegrated naeighborhood,
only Black children attended the Lawhead School which

can be saen in the picture as the tall buldding Damind the
church. Also during this tme Tremont Street went from
Foplar Street 1o Sixth Street. The park, as wea s2e it today,
was not developed at that ime.

This plcture is one of many piclures older mem-
bars have that shows the rich history of African American
churches in Champaign County, Mrs, Shelby and Mrs.
Chatman are just two of many people at 5t Luke who hawve
pictures that thay can 18l a wonderful story of the history
young people need to read in order (o understand how far
African Americans have come. It would be worth the tima
o 5 down &8s | did with those who know pictures of church
history that paints "a thousand words”

WHO WE ARE...

The Champaign Coumty Afrficar-Amancan History
Covrimithed s 8 volunfesr commifies under the sponsorshio
of tha Early dmerican Musewn and e Champaign Park
District, it is the commiliee’s mission to gather, chrormicls,
and presanve the haniage thai has been such an imegra)l
part of the estabishment and growdh of Champaign County,
Fiaase help us pass on your history fo e childran 3o 1wl
never be forgotten, IF yow feave infarmalian yoo would ke o
shara with the commities, please comlact Exfallo Merrifio'd
at 21 7/367-4585,



