Through the Years:  African-American History in Champaign County

Spring1998

A Tribute to the 99th Pursuit Squadron 

by Erma Bridgewater and Estelle Merrifield

Vocabulary List - 

squadron

pursuit

simultaneously

valor

integrated/segregated

issuance

establishment

endeavor

dedication

indicative

Ties to National History - 

Jim Crow laws/segregation

http://www.adversity.net/Terms_Definitions/TERMS/Segregation.htm
Definitions of de facto and de jure segregation - the first page is the most helpful.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/reconstruction/
This site “offers insights into topics in American history including the Civil War, slavery, abolition, race relations, definitions of freedom and citizenship, civil rights, black suffrage and election to political office, impeachment, regional political differences, nationbuilding after war, the cotton economy, sharecropping, federal government intervention in the states, and more. You can use part or all of the film, or delve into the rich resources available on this Web site to learn more, either in a classroom or on your own.”  A teacher’s guide is available as well.

http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/
Very thorough website on Jim Crow - most resources for middle to high school students.  Simulations and primary source analyses available.

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/education.html
Companion site to the one above

http://www.nps.gov/malu/documents/jim_crow_laws.htm
Brief definition of Jim Crow laws and a sampling of them.  Quite effective.

http://www.bulldozia.com/jimcrow/jimcrow2.php
Jim Crow in Britain - the effects of a segregated army in WWII.  Excerpts from newspapers at the time.  Really demonstrates that racism and segregation were not limited to the Southern states, or even to the United States.

Tuskegee Airmen
http://www.cr.nps.gov/museum/exhibits/tuskegee/airoverview.htm
Great background about and pictures of the Tuskegee Airmen.

Harry Truman’s Order of Integration
http://usinfo.state.gov/usa/infousa/facts/democrac/35.htm
Background information on Harry Truman’s Executive Order of Integration of 1948.

African American soldiers from the Revolutionary War to the Middle East
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi
Library of Congress “America’s Library” - great site where you can “jump back in time” and read lots of information about different periods in American History

http://www.historyplace.com/index.html
A good site for a variety of links on American History - I checked out the one on African Americans in WWII and really enjoyed the pictures.

Illinois Learning Standards - 

14.C.3  Compare historical issues involving rights, roles and status of individuals in relation to municipalities, states and the nation.

14.F.2  Identify consistencis and inconsistencies between expressed United States political traditions and ideas and actual practices.

18.B.3a  Analyze how individuals and groups interact with and within institutions (e.g., educational, military).

Materials - 

Issues of the Spring and Winter 1998 Newsletter
Bingo papers
“Event Explanation” webs
Large classroom web (optional)

Objectives - 

1.  Develop vocabulary in context

2.  Organize informational text to describe an event

3.  Identify ways people solve problems

Before Reading - 

1.  Teach vocabulary - “Who Knows....?”

Pass out the bingo papers with the vocabulary on them in sentences.  The object of the activity is to have students try to determine the meanings of the words by using them in context and discussing them with each other.

As students get up and walk around the classroom, they should talk to each other about the words on their bingo sheet.  If another student can describe to them what the word means, they can have that students sign their bingo paper in that section.  (*Tell the students that you will check up on them - if they have signed a word that they don’t know anything about, it will be pretty embarrassing during the classroom discussion!)  They should then go to another student and continue until they get their two bingos - then they can sit down.  (Or you can have them fill their sheet!)

When students are finished with their bingo papers, discuss the words with the students.  Post the student-created definitions.

2.  Activating Prior Knowledge/Setting Purposes for Reading

Ask students what they believe the article(s) will be about, based on their vocabulary activity.  Write everything they suggest on the board as they write it down in a notebook.  Have them keep this with them as they read so that they can check their predictions.  

During Reading - 

As students read, have them describe the details surrounding the creation of the Douglass Center, which was not always the Douglass Center!  The Spring 1998 article gives a little background, and will help if you’re going to extend this lesson into a study of African Americans in wartime and/or the Tuskegee Airmen.  The Winter 1998 article gives more information on the actual reason for the Servicemen’s Center creation and how and why it was so successful.  This article will be most helpful in completing the “Event Explanation” web.  Students should describe the setting, main events, people involved, and a cause/effect of the center.

After Reading - 

After students have read and completed the “Event Explanation” web, discuss the students’ information.  If possible, post it on a large web in the classroom.  Ask the following questions:  What was the problem?  What was the solution?  Were you correct in your predictions of this article’s content?  (They should have been checking the list they created at the beginning of the lesson.)

Assessment - 

Use the “Event Explanation” web to assess students’ comprehension of the article.

