Through the Years:  Black History in Champaign County

Spring 1997

“Prepare for the Future” by Estelle Merrifield

Vocabulary List - 

relate

oppression

established

resourcefulness

heritage

ethics

principles

Ties to National Events - 

Migration north of black families

http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1978/2/78.02.05.x.html
Unit plan for 7th grade students on migration north from the rural south.

Jim Crow
http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/
Very thorough website on Jim Crow - most resources for middle to high school students.  Simulations and primary source analyses available.

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/education.html
Companion site to the one above

http://www.nps.gov/malu/documents/jim_crow_laws.htm
Brief definition of Jim Crow laws and a sampling of them.  Quite effective.

http://www.bulldozia.com/jimcrow/jimcrow2.php
Jim Crow in Britain - the effects of a segregated army in WWII.  Excerpts from newspapers at the time.  Really demonstrates that racism and segregation were not limited to the Southern states, or even to the United States.

Illinois Learning Standards - 

14.F.2  Identify consistencies and inconsistencies between expressed United States political traditions and ideas and actual practices (e.g. freedom of speech, right to bear arms, slavery, voting rights).

16.D.2c  Describe the influence of key individual and groups, including Susan B. Anthony/suffrage and Martin Luther King Jr./civil rights, in the historical eras of Illinois and the United States.

18.B.3b  Explain how social institutions contribute to the development and transmission of culture.

Materials - 

Issues of the Spring 1997 Newsletter
Double Entry Reflective Journals
white paper cut into thirds - each student will have 6 pieces in a “flap book”

Objectives - 

1.  Develop vocabulary

2.  Demonstrate comprehension of nonfiction text

3.  Analyze and reflect on the author’s message

Before Reading - 

1.  Build a Word

Many of the selected vocabulary words are either words that can be deconstructed or words that can have affixes.  Using these strategies, create new words from the words that are given.  

Example #1 - resourcefulness

root word - resource....What is a resource?

Move on to resourceful, resourcefully, resourcefulness, resourceless,....

Example #2 - ethics....What are ethics?

Move on to ethical, unethical, ethically, unethically,...

Give students a chance to practice all of these words forms, possibly using them in a homework assignment, or having them pair up and use them in sentences with each other.

2.  Setting Purposes for Reading

Post the following quote from Estelle Merrifield’s essay:  “There is much to be gained in remembering the past, and more to be gained by projecting into the future that which has been learned as it relates to the improvement of people.”  This is a lengthy quote; discuss with the students what she means.  Why does she learn history?  What can be gained in remembering the past?

During Reading - 

Double Entry Reflective Journals
Pass out the Double Entry Reflective Journals.  Have students read the quotes on the left side of the page before you assign the reading.  (If you or your students want to change the prompts on the right side, that’s ok - the objective is to get them to reflect on these statements in the article.)  Give them time to read “Prepare for the Future” and reflect in their journals.  When everyone has had time to read, discuss what these statements made them think of.

After Reading - 

“What is History?”  flap books (Sample provided)

Pass out the six pieces of white paper.  Have students put them in a pile, then “stagger” them so that there are five tabs showing and the top page.  Fold the extra paper over at the top, and staple the pages together in a booklet.  The top should be the title page - What is History?  Or something of the sort.

Have students go back through the essay and read it to answer that question.  What is Estelle Merrifield trying to tell you about history?  Her history, your history, etc.?  What are some examples of the history she shares?  (Examples - how people got here, where they settled, their jobs, their struggles, etc.)

If time, allow students to color their flap books and post in the classroom.  This is a good introduction to the idea that history is all around us.

Assessment - 

Grade their journals and flip books for comprehension of the text.

