Through the Years:  Black History in Champaign County

Spring 1995

“Blacks in Champaign County, 1865-1970”

Vocabulary list - 

emancipation

antebellum/postbellum

industrialized

migration

institution

segregation

heritage

entreprenurial

Ties to National Events - 

Reconstruction
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/reconstruction/
This site “offers insights into topics in American history including the Civil War, slavery, abolition, race relations, definitions of freedom and citizenship, civil rights, black suffrage and election to political office, impeachment, regional political differences, nationbuilding after war, the cotton economy, sharecropping, federal government intervention in the states, and more. You can use part or all of the film, or delve into the rich resources available on this Web site to learn more, either in a classroom or on your own.”  A teacher’s guide is available as well.

Migration north of African American families

http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1978/2/78.02.05.x.html
Unit plan for 7th grade students on migration north from the rural south.

World War II 

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi
Library of Congress “America’s Library” - great site where you can “jump back in time” and read lots of information about different periods in American History

http://www.historyplace.com/index.html
A good site for a variety of links on American History - I checked out the one on African Americans in WWII and really enjoyed the pictures.

Segregation
http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/
Very thorough website on Jim Crow - most resources for middle to high school students.  Simulations and primary source analyses available.

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/education.html
Companion site to the one above

http://www.nps.gov/malu/documents/jim_crow_laws.htm
Brief definition of Jim Crow laws and a sampling of them.  Quite effective.

http://www.bulldozia.com/jimcrow/jimcrow2.php
Jim Crow in Britain - the effects of a segregated army in WWII.  Excerpts from newspapers at the time.  Really demonstrates that racism and segregation were not limited to the Southern states, or even to the United States.

Emancipation Proclamation
http://www.archives.gov/exhibit_hall/featured_documents/emancipation_proclamation/
Great documents sight - you can click on links and see the original text, get the background of the proclamation or read the transcript.

Illinois Learning Standards - 

14.C.3  Compare historical issues involving rights, roles, and status of individuals in relation to municipalities, states, and the nation.

Materials - 

Issues of the Spring 1995 Newsletter
Content Frames
“Sensible Sentences” page
Objectives - 

1.  Introduce students to a few selected themes in the study of African American history (or any cultural history, for that matter)

2.  Develop vocabulary

3.  Demonstrate comprehension of nonfiction text

4.  Identify ways people solve problems

Before Reading - 

Sensible Sentences, Part I
Have the vocabulary list posted in the classroom.  Ask students to give you definitions for the words they know, and for the words they don’t know as well, have a definition ready to write down.  Leave this posted during the class period.

Students should use all eight words in four sentences - at least 2 words per sentence.  These sentences are predictions of what they think will be true in the reading.  (For example, “There was no segregation after emancipation.”)  At this time, do not correct students if their sentences are historically incorrect!  Discuss and post as many of these as possible before students read.  Make sure you let them know to be looking for these vocabulary words as they read, so that they can check their “predicted sentences” for accuracy

During Reading - 

Content Frames
Write the following chart, or a similar one of your choosing, on the board:

THEME


HOW


WHY


CONSEQUENCES

More homework means
Students who don’t
My job is to make
Some students whine

more recess time; less
get their work done
sure everyone learns

homework done means
will sit outside and



Work is completed

less recess time

finish whatever is
Only students who





needed

follow expectations
Grades improve








should receive the








reward of recess

Discuss with the students that one of the problems that every teacher has is getting students to turn in work!  One of the ways I have attempted to solve this problem is by allowing students who finish work to have all of their recess time, and students who do not finish their work sit on the steps and finish it.  This does solve the problem of getting work in, and it helps students’ grades since they have less zeroes in the gradebook.

Ask students to tell you ways they think people have solved more important problems in our nation’s history - discrimination, poverty, etc.  Write their ideas on the board.

Pass out the newsletters and the content frames.  Students can read the introduction (first page) with you or on their own, which will give them lots of background information, and continue on the next two pages to complete their frames.

When they finish, discuss with the students how African Americans in our county handled challenges in the last 150 years.

After Reading - 

Sensible Sentences, Part II
Pull out their “predicted” sentences from the beginning of the lesson.  Ask students to look them over and identify which ones they think were correct before the lesson.  Ask other students in the class to evaluate their peers’ sentences for accuracy.  (For example, was it true that “There was no segregation after emancipation.”?  NO!)  For sentences that were incorrect, they should write new ones that use the vocabulary words correctly.

Assessment -

Use the sentences and content frames to assess their vocabulary development and reading comprehension.

