Through the Years:  African-American History in Champaign County

Fall/Winter 1999

“Frances Nelson Health Center Then and Now” 

by Erma Bridgewater and Doris Hoskins

Vocabulary List - 

adequate/inadequate

indigent

prenatal

expectant

mortality

remedy

Ties to National History - 

Separate but unequal facilities for African Americans in the mid-20th century

http://www.adversity.net/Terms_Definitions/TERMS/Segregation.htm
Pretty involved definitions of de facto and de jure segregation, but the first page is helpful.

http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/
Very thorough website on Jim Crow - most resources for middle to high school students.  Simulations and primary source analyses available.

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/education.html
Companion site to the one above

http://www.nps.gov/malu/documents/jim_crow_laws.htm
Brief definition of Jim Crow laws and a sampling of them.  Quite effective.

http://www.bulldozia.com/jimcrow/jimcrow2.php
Jim Crow in Britain - the effects of a segregated army in WWII.  Excerpts from newspapers at the time.  Really demonstrates that racism and segregation were not limited to the Southern states, or even to the United States.

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi
Library of Congress “America’s Library” - great site where you can “jump back in time” and read lots of information about different periods in American History

http://memory.loc.gov/
Tons of primary sources that you can look at and have your students examine.  I did a search on Frederick Douglass and found two of his speeches.  There was much more on him here.

Illinois Learning Standards - 

14.C.3  Compare historical issues involving rights, roles, and status of individuals in relation to municipalities, states and the nation.

14.F.2  Identify consistencies and inconsistencies between expressed United States political traditions and ideas and actual practices.

16.D.2c  Describe the influence of key individuals and groups, including Susan B. Anthony and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in the historical eras of Illinois and the United States.

18.B.3a  Analyze how individuals and groups interact with and within institutions.

18.B.2b  Describe the ways in which institutions meet the needs of society.

18.C.3a  Describe ways in which a diverse U.S. population has developed and maintained common beliefs.

Materials - 

Issues of the Fall/Winter 1999 Newsletter
“Questions and Answers” page
Post-It Notes

Objectives

1.  Develop vocabulary

2.  Use metacognitive strategies while reading

3.  Analyze the idea of separate facilities for Whites and African-Americans

Before Reading

1.  Cloze Paragraph
Adapt the paragraphs that have the vocabulary words in the text so that all of them fit in one paragraph.  An example follows:

Research findings in 1962 described the _________________ and _________________ care of many _____________________ mothers.  Research years later told that the ____________________ rate of African American births in Champaign Urbana was much higher than that of the white community.  People believed that ___________________mothers in the community needed better ____________________ care in order to _____________________ this situation.

After students have tried to fill in the blanks with the selected words, discuss the paragraph and vocabulary words with them.

2.  Access Prior Knowledge/Set Purposes - Questions and Answers

Having completed the vocabulary exercise, they should have a general idea of what the article is about.  Have them complete the “Before Reading” section of the “Questions and Answers” worksheet with questions they have.  Examples (if they’re having a hard time thinking of their own) might be, Why was health care different for two parts of the community?  What kind of health care do expectant mothers need?

During Reading - 

Sticky-Note Reading
Pass out small sticky notes to students - about 3-5 per student.  As they read, have them mark places in the text.  Anything that is surprising they can put an exclamation mark by (!), a name (street name, person, etc.) that is familiar to them can be marked by a smiley face, and something that they’re confused about or want to ask more about they can put a question mark by (?).

After Reading - 

Finish Questions and Answers
Discuss with students where they put their sticky notes.  What items were familiar to them - have they ever been in this part of town?  Do they recognize some of the names?  What was surprising?  Confusing?

Now that you’ve discussed with students, have them finish the “Questions and Answers” page.  They should write new questions that they have after reading the article, a summary, and their reaction.

***Their questions will hopefully give ideas for future research.  Encourage them to research more about the Frances Nelson Health Center or they may want to think more globally about the differences in health care and other facilities at the time.  There are links above to direct you to resources for this.

Assessment - 

Grade their “Questions and Answers” page on the basis of well thought out questions and an accurate summary.

