Through the Years:  African American History in Champaign County

Fall 2002/Winter 2003

“Our Stories:  Reflections” by Doris Hoskins

Vocabulary List - 

rural/urban

association

Ties to National History - 

Depression
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/rails/tguide/index.html
This site has a teacher’s guide for a PBS movie that showed called “Riding the Rails” about teenagers that were homeless during the Depression.  You  can order the film online and get a Depression Era timeline from this site as well.

http://www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17451_18670_18793-53467--,00.html
Lesson plan on teaching the Depression using oral histories.

http://newdeal.feri.org/
Set of links for studying the Depression and the New Deal.  Many lesson plans, projects, pictures, etc.

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/snprelief.htm
Great link for studying the Depression - pictures that you can click on for more information.  Good info about the different role of the family, women, etc.

WPA programs
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wpaposters/wpahome.html
Collection of WPA posters advertising their programs.  Click on “Collection Connections” to get some good background information and questions for you and your students.  Great primary sources.

Brown v. Board of Education
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/brown/
Excellent website/exhibit that gives a great background to the Brown case as well as describing the aftermath using pictures from the time.  

http://www.digisys.net/users/hootie/brown/
Very basic background on the Brown case, but some authentic pictures from the time, and some information on Thurgood Marshall.

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi
Library of Congress “America’s Library” - great site where you can “jump back in time” and read lots of information about different periods in American History.

http://www.adversity.net/Terms_Definitions/TERMS/Segregation.htm
Pretty involved definitions of de facto and de jure segregation, but the first page is helpful.

Writing biographies

http://www.bham.wednet.edu/bio/biomaker.htm
This site gives students good advice about making biographies interesting and thorough.

Illinois Learning Standards - 

14.C.3  Compare historical issues involving rights, roles and status of individuals in relation to municipalities, states and the nation.

14.D.2 & 3  Explain ways that individuals and groups influence and shape public policy.

16.C.2c  Describe significant economic events including industrialization, the Great Depression, the shift to a service economy and the rise of technology that influenced history from the industrial development era to the present.

16.D.2c  Describe the influence of key individual and groups in the historical eras of Illinois and the United States.

Materials - 

Issues of the Fall 2002/Winter 2003 Newsletter
“Accordion” biography papers
Concept Maps
Objectives - 

1.  Develop note-taking skills

2.  Write simple biographies of local African Americans

3.  Connect the lives of local African Americans to events in the United States

Before Reading - 

Read Aloud/Think Aloud
Read aloud the “Our Stories: Reflections” essay by Doris Hoskins to the class.  As you read, “think aloud” and model what kinds of items you consider important to connect her life to American history.

For example, on page 1, she writes, “I immediately got involved in the J.W. Hays PTA as my older children were enrolled in that neighborhood school (Possible think aloud - I wonder who J.W. Hays was, did he have a school named after him?  Write your think-alouds down somewhere.) and with that connection, I made many new friends and thus my interest in the families, in particular the children, was reborn......Then on that fateful day of December 7, 1941 (TA - I wonder what happened on that day?  I’d better write that down and check that later.) many sons and husbands from families in our communities of Champaign-Urbana (TA - no women, I wonder why not) were called or enlisted into the services.  (TA - I think I’ve heard they called that the draft.)”

As you continue to read her essay, students should also be taking notes - jotting questions down they had as you read, writing down important information about Doris’s life, etc.  This will prepare them to take notes when they write essays later in the lesson.

During Reading - 

Accordion Biographies
At the end of the issue, there are eight individuals who made great strides in Champaign County before your students were born.  Read aloud the Shelton Laundry paragraph about Arah Mae Shelton, and show students how to complete the accordion biography book.  There is enough information for them to fill out most of this accordion biography page, and other information, such as the birthdates and early life information, can be researched through the Champaign County Archives, the website of the Early American Museum, or left blank, depending on your purposes for the lesson.

After Reading - 

***Extension - Writing
Studying these local people is a terrific springboard for studying the historical events they lived through.  For example, a student studying Kenneth Stratton’s life could extend his or her biography to studying the Brown v. Board of Education court case and what that meant to African Americans.  Students studying Erma Bridgewater could do more research on the WPA programs.  Students researching the Shelton family could extend their research to the Great Depression and what it did to families in business.  Links to internet sites that might help with these areas of study are listed above.

As you begin, a concept map may be a good place to start if your students have not written organized papers before.  While there are questions that definitely need to be answered by any essay on a historical event/program, students will be more motivated to write if they also get to ask and answer some questions.  

To begin with, discuss with children that a good essay (examples from the newspaper might be a good place to start) answers these questions about a subject - Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Why? How?   Write these on the concept map.  Next, have them brainstorm a list of 5-10 questions they have about their topic.  (The example provided is on the Great Depression.)  Add these questions to the concept map.

Once they’ve designed their own goals for research (in addition to YOUR goals for their research) they can begin, again using the links provided or your History textbook.

Assessment - 

You can use the accordion books and/or the completed essays to assess students’ understanding of the Social Studies content.

