Quote from Majority Opinion

A Function of Government

Today, education is perhaps
the most important function of
state and local governments.
Compulsery school attendance
laws and the great expenditures
for education both dembnstrate
our recognition of the impor;
tance of education to our demo-
cratic society, It is regquired in
the performanea of our most
basic public responsibilities,
even service in the armed
forces. It is the very founda-
tion of good citizenship.

Taday, it is a principal instru-
ment in awakening the child to
culiural wvalues, in preparing
him for later professional train-
ing, and in helping him to
adjust normally to his environ-
ment.

In these days, it is doubtful
that any child may reasonably

- schools has a detrimental ef-

be expected to succeed in life

if he is denied the opportunity

of an edueation. Such an op- |

portunity, where the state has
undertaken to provide it, is a
rizht which must be made avail-
able to all on egual terms.

We come then to the guestion
presented: Does segregation of

children in public schools solely |

on the bpasis of race, even
though the physieal facilities
and other *“‘tangible’” {factors
may be equal, deprive the chil-
dren of the minority group of
equal educational opportunities?
We believe that it does.

In Sweat v. Painter, supra, in
finding that a segregaied law
school for Negroes could.not pro-
vide them egqual educational op-

portunities, this eourt relied in

large part on ‘“‘those qualities
which are incapable of objective

measurment but which malke for |

greatness in a law school.”
In MecLaurin v. Oklahoma

State Regents, supra, the court,’

in requiring that a Negro admit-
ted to a white graduate school
be treated like =all.other stu-
dents, again resorted to intangi-
ble considerations: ** * * hig
ability to study, engage in dis-
cusions and exchange views with
other students, and, in general,
to learn his profession.”
Such considerations apply with
added force to children in grade
| and high schools, To separate
i them from others of similar age
and qualifications solely becausa
of their race generates a feeling
of inferiority as to their status
in the community that may af-

fect their hearts and minds in
a way unlikely ever to be un-
done.

THe effect of this separation
on their educational opportuni-
ties was well stated by a finding
in the Kansas case by a court
which. nevertheless felt com-
pelled to rule against the WNegro
plaintifis:

"Segregation of white and
colored children in public

fect upon the colored children.
The impact is greater when if
has the sanetion of the law;
for the policy of separating
the races is usually interpret-
ed as denoting the inferiority
of the Negro group.

A sense of inferiority af-
Tects the motivation of a child
to learn. Segregation with the
sanction of law, therefore,
has a tendency to retard the
educational and mental devel-
opment of Negro children and
to deprive them of some of the
benefits they would receive in

a racially integrated shchool
system.' (10)

Whatever may have been the |
extent of psychological knowl-
edze at the time of Plessy v.
Ferguson, this {inding is amply
supported by modern author-
ity 111} Any language in Plessy
v. Ferguson contrary to this
finding is rejected.

We conclude that in the field
of public eduecation the doectrine
of ‘‘separate but egual"” has no
place, Separate educational fa-
cilities are inherently unequal.
Therefore, we hold that the
plaintiffs and others similarly
situated for whom the actions
have been brought are, by rea-
son of the segregation com-
plained of, deprived of the
equal protection of the laws
guaranteed by the Fourteenth
Amendment. This disposition
makes unnecessary any discus-
sion whether such segregation
alsp violates the Due’ Process
Clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment. (12) |
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