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NOW ‘EQUAL’ IS EQUAL

Constitutional history was made
yesterday as Chief Justice Earl War-
ren delivered the opinion of the Su-
preme Court that segregation in pub-
lic schools deprives eitizens of equal
protection of the laws.

Previous rulings on application of
the Fourteenth Amendment to the
rights of the Negro held segregation
to be constitutional as long as equal
educational facilities were provided.

The separate but equal doctrine.
was reversed as the Chiel Justice
read the words, “Does segregation in
publie schools soley on the basis of
race, even though the physical facili-
ties and other ‘tangible’ factors may

an this campus do net qualify me to offer
anything moare ihan observatlons, and as
the graduation sesson approaches one lm-
. pression dvershadows all others. It iz that
life posses &5 inexerably as youth and that
a2 world living under the menaces that
overhang us will find lo its universities
that sense of continuity and community for
which we all vearn,

The freshmen who arTived here when
I did in the fall of 1950 now leave aut-
uating seniors in Seplember: B resh-
men will arrive and for them another
fouryear cveles will begin, Prasident Morey
has served the Unlversity nof four wvears
but forty, Other facully members look
back on periods of service equally leng.

But for them, az for the yeungest un-
dergraduate, the [lni years come to an
end. Although il is in the nature of things
for the individual to mourn the passing
of wouth, work, and life itself, it is alsa
in the nature of things for Imstitutlons in
which men and women work together fo
endure and grow, and if the Universily of
Tllineis imparts something to ail who have
been asspeiabed with it, we all ceniribute

to it something enduring of curselves,

ing Americanism,

be equal, deprive the children of
equal educational opportunities” We
think it does.”

Blimination of sepgregalion in
schools is in itsell a victory for the
MNegro citizen, but the long run el-
fects are destined to bring even
greater rewards. As the prejudiced
element of the white race are forced
to sit in the classroom with the MNegro
they will soon learn not mere toler-
ence, but genuine appreciation for
his real worth.

There are those who object 1o
forcing tolerance through enforce-
ment of laws, holding that education
iz the only way to end discrimina-
tion. Force, it is often argued, will do

‘more harm than good.

While it iz inevitable that violent
repercussions gnd distasteful South-
ern reaction will follow in the wake
of the Court’s ruling, there is not
much question that foree will in the
long run augment mere ivary Lower
education. :

Right here in Champaign-Urbana
is a good example of how this has
worked. Not too many years ago a
MNegro could not patronize a campus
area restaurant. A fight paralleling
the barbershop controversy ensued,
and force of law was finally -used.
Now—only a few vears later—thera
is no trace of the bitterness that once
existed.

The Court has made a momentous
stride toward wiping the hypocrisy
from our equal protection clawse. It
Inoks like a good example of advanc-
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