History Written in Our Time

IN OTHER columns on 1&\:5
ape today is printed the complete
t‘:s&cof thi'-I Urﬂu-d States Sup®eme
Court opinion in  the blic
| school segregation case.
The high court, reversing a pre-
Cvious opinion  (1896) that ;ﬂ\t
“separate and equal facilities” pro-
yision made by the southern states
 satislicd the requirements of | the
14th Amendment to  the Con-
stitution. hanned all Negeo segre-
!g.,uinn in the public scheals as |un-
| constitutional.

| T'he court did not insist that its
ruling take effect at once since
3t realized that major adjustments
'mnust be made in public thinking,
|9 well a5 in physical lacilifies,
lin the school systems of 17 states

in the Union,

Because of the far-reaching fon-
scquences of list Monday's cpurt
mting. the opinivn already is refog-
, mized as a historic document, fone

that will be read in future fime
'l]ung with the 14th and |5¢h
Amendments, the Dred Scotr| de-
cision and the Emancipation

Proclamation as state papery. deal-
ing with the grant of equal rights

to Americans who were horn with
hlack or brown, rather than white
skins. !

We commend the text of the
Supreme Court’s opinign 0 our
readers a5 history written in our
own fime. ,

The unanimous opinon, 7ead
by Chief Justice Earl Warren, is
not merely a teport of the find-
ings. accerding to the law and
the Constitution. It 5 3 discus
sivn of the philosophv of public
education, and of the lm;a\’cundi-
tions which operate on! the or-
ganization of school  systems, It
deals with the “separate bar cqual
facilities'' doctiine and the Failure
af h facilities to provide real
np.rjf:y of opportunity and of
rights,

The other great documents  in
the historv of Amerscan civil rights,
particularly as they have been ex-
tended to the Negro, are pages in
history texts. This latest document
i5 of our own times, A newspaper
headline and commentary on the
radio. Every American should read
it carefully, A knowledipe of its
social background and legal pro-
visions will he useful hereafter.
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