
Introduction Activity 

 

1) Which of the following states were considered free states? 

Massachusetts  South Carolina Illinois  Virginia 

 

2) Did slavery exist in states that were considered free? 

 

3) How did states establish their status as a free or slave state? 

 

4) Did Congress have the authority to regulate slavery in the states? 

 

5) Did Congress have the authority to regulate slavery in territories that were not yet 

states? 

 

6) How did Congress attempt to resolve conflict over the issue of slavery? 

 

7) Did free African Americans have the same rights as free whites in Illinois in the 

early 1800’s? 
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1) Which of the following states were considered free states? 

Massachusetts  South Carolina Illinois  Virginia 

 

2) Did slavery exist in states that were considered free? 

Yes 

3) How did states establish their status as a free or slave state? 

Through state constitutions and legislation 

4) Did Congress have the authority to regulate slavery in the states? 

No, not based on the Constitution at the time 

5) Did Congress have the authority to regulate slavery in territories that were not yet 

states? 

Congress did enact several laws and regulations on slavery in the territories. 

6) How did Congress attempt to resolve conflict over the issue of slavery? 

Usually through compromise giving concessions to both sides in laws and 

resolutions. 

7) Did free African Americans have the same rights as free whites in Illinois in the 

early 1800’s? 

No, jobs, travel, immigration, property ownership, etc. were restricted. 


